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 North Thurston Automotive Skills USA National Final-
ists.   
       The North Thurston Automotive has a history of 
competitive spirit. The walls of the classroom are lined 
with trophies that date back to 1956 and state level 
championship banners. The latest banners are dated 
2014 in the Skills USA Job Skills Demonstration and 
Customer Service categories. Senior Daneah Alexander 
and Sophomore Clarissa Jenkins both placed top in their 
field and have qualified for the National competition held 
in Kansas City in June. This is the 3rd state competition 
for Daneah. Her state medal collection includes a 2nd and 
3rd place from the past two years and a 1st place medal 
from state this year. Her teammates from the past include 
former North Thurston students Katie Gibbons who 
placed 1st in Customer Service and Devany LeMar who 
also place 1st in Job Skills Demonstration. Both went on 
to Nationals where they both placed in the top ten. Katie 
placed 8th and Devany placed 3rd. 
      Last year the team consisted of current seniors Mer-
rigan Risvold and Sidney Smith both competing in Job 
Skills Demonstration and Daneah continuing in Customer 
Service.  Merrigan placed 1st in Job Skills with Sidney 
close behind in 2nd. Daneah placed 3rd in her category. 
Merrigan earned her way to Nationals with Sidney as her 
alternate.  Merrigan was the current Lakefair Princess 
and Sidney is an outstanding tennis instructor and due to 
their prior commitments both were unable to compete at 
Nationals.  
       2014 found the team a little short handed with Da-
neah being the only competitor. Two weeks prior to the 
regional contest Clarissa Jenkins committed to participate 
in the contest even with her busy class schedule and club 
volleyball. It was agreed upon that if she placed high 
enough to qualify for state that would buy her some extra 

practice time. The result of practice, time management, 
and dedication is the gold medal Clarissa was awarded at 
state.  
       In June North Thurston will graduate 3 competitors 
that are to be considered the best of the best. Daneah Al-
exander, Merrigan Risvold and Sidney Smith have earned 
their place in the pages of North Thurston Automotive 
history.       

My experience through North Thurston’s Skills USA 
program has been one that greatly impacted my life dur-
ing junior year. It all started when I decided to enroll in 
the beginner/ intermediate auto shop class with my best 
friend; Merrigan, knowing virtually nothing about cars. 
Within minutes of sitting in the class we both knew that 
we would learn so many valuable skills. What we didn’t 
know was the awesome opportunity that was about to 
come our way.  My teacher, Mr. Stretch came up to us 
one day and asked us if I wanted to participate in the 
Skills USA competition. I was surprised that he thought 
we would be up for the task given our low experience 
level, but we wanted to try something new, so we said 
yes. Turns out, that was one of the best decisions that we 
could have ever made.  
 
      Sidney Smith’s Perspective:        
      My presentation for Skills was on the Drum Bake 
System where I not only talked about the assembly and 
disassembly of the system but I also showed how to do 
so on a model of a drum brake. Preparing the speech took 
a lot of time and effort. I had to get the timing right, and 
work on my presentation skills. But, it was more than 
worth it. After being rewarded with my determination 
by getting 1st place in area and 2nd place in state, I was 
greatly pleased with my accomplishment and Merrigan’s. 

      

Though many are content with the regular five days of 
school, the ever-constant suggestions by students to 
shorten the school days has finally be heard in Bates 
County, Missouri. But is this really the best path to 
“improve the quality of their education?” Well, the way 
Miami R-1 Elementary School decided to shorten it was 
to throw out Mondays. 
      It is common knowledge that there must be 180 
school days to meet the federal regulation for time 
spent in school. But the regulation is actually an hourly 
quantity (1080 hours to be exact), and this can easily 
be met using only four days a week, then extending the 
individual days by just a bit. However, this whole idea is 
about going beyond the basics. Shortening the number of 

days spent in class is supposed to allow for students to 
spend more time focusing on the standards and applica-
tion of the lessons, which may be the key in keeping their 
attention during classes. Along with the switch to a four-
day week, Bates County is implementing a new strain 
of technology into the curriculum. Superintendent Frank 
Dahman said, “This is about making teachers better.” In 
fact, the teachers from Bates are just as excited as the stu-
dents. Mrs. Merritt,  “It would be hard to fit all the missed 
time throughout the week. It won’t impact high school 
as much as far as the days length, but the extra hour will 
be too much for elementary. With the complexity of high 
school, it would be so hard to compensate the lost time. It 
may cut electives out for High school, which is not worth 
the day off.”  
      The real argument is, how can one insure the increase 
in quality? Alex Sempek says, “We should have 4 days 
instead of 5. It would be worth making the school day, 

maybe, an hour longer, and that way we could have a 3 
day weekend. Also, it would give students more time to 
get assignments done.” This proposition would not cut off 
our summer vacation, and, hopefully, it would give the 
learning a richer quality. 
      Kailey Legier, sophomore, says that she wouldn’t 
want the day taken away. To her, it’s pretty obvious that 
“students are going to complain about school no mat-
ter what, just because its something they have to do,” so 
the switch really won’t make student like school more. 
Legier does, however, think that a later start would be 
beneficial. “I think the school day should start at 8:30. 
It gives everybody a bit more time to wake up and start 
functioning properly.” 
      No matter how you stand on the issue, it is inevitable 
that some schools are changing. For better or worse, this 
trend is spreading. Could North Thurston be next?

During the in-between times of our speeches we con-
stantly got complimented on our professionalism and our 
ability to present on these systems that girls usually didn’t 
do. That fact, plus the way we did our speeches blew the 
other competition away. North Thurston’s competitors 
are well known and looked up to year after year, and I am 
glad I got to be a part of that tradition. 
       I will always be proud to say that I participated in 
the Skills USA competition, did well and did it with my 
best friend. I am so thankful for such a great opportunity, 
a great teacher and most importantly great memories to 
look back on.

From Left to Right: Sidney Smith, Daneah Alexander, 
Clarissa Jenkins, and Merrigan Risvold

From Five to Four 
by Saysha Marie Belton

AP Study Tips 
by Saysha Marie Belton

It’s fourth quarter right now- crunch time. With 
the stresses of prom, finals, and college for some, it 
becomes a hectic time of the year. Then, as if that wasn’t 
enough, some rockin’ students are tackling the challenge 
of AP testing.

 For those who don’t know, AP tests are exams in 
May to evaluate whether the students in Advanced Place-
ment classes may receive college credit for them. The 
AP courses are rigorous, and the homework is grueling, 
so for all the students that have lasted the year in these 

classes: Kudos to you all!

 Considering how important it is to score well on 
these test, students are finding ways to study individually, 
and in groups as well. Here are some basic tips for test 
taking that may help ease your worries:

1. Understanding the structure of the test: Know-
ing how the test is set up seems like a simple 
thing, but it is often overlooked. Make sure to 
understand how multiple choice questions will 
be graded, and that you grasp the structures of 
the essays.

2. Understanding the big ideas AND details: The 
studying of both the big ideas and the small 

details have to be in balance.

3. Practice the essay prompts. Just because you 
don’t know what the prompts will be doesn’t 
mean that you need to go in blind! Try to 
practice a variety of topics, especially if you are 
unsure about one. Studying is pointless if you 
only work over things you know very well.

And studying doesn’t have to be locking yourself in a 
room and cramming your brain until it’s numb. Try to get 
a study group together, get a big table at a restaurant, and 
turn it into a party.

North Thurston Automotive Skills National Finalists
by Brian Stretch



 Something to Marvel At
by Tasneem Osman

WARNING: this article contains spoilers for “The 
Amazing Spider-Man 2.”  Reader discreation is ad-
vised. 

        After waiting painfully almost 2 years, or 22 
months, or 668 days, I finally got to see the wonder-
ful, the spectacular, “The Amazing Spider-Man” once 
again.  On July 3, 2012, “The Amazing Spider-Man” 
was released.  Since then, I have spent hours googling 
“Andrew Garfield,” YouTubing “Andrew Garfield,” 
drooling over the beautiful British man, and holding in 
the urge to flip tables. 
       Walking out the theater after “The Amazing Spider-
Man 2,” I was not disappointed in the slightest.  I am 
extremely pleased with the way Garfield portrayed 
Spider-Man.  In the first installment of “The Amazing 
Spider-Man,” he came off as a tad jerk-like.  This time 
around, he was more of the hero that I and many others 
have been waiting for.  I am overjoyed that Garfield’s 
adorable dorky self and awkwardness was still spot-
on.  That was what made Peter Parker so easy to fall in 
love with.  Well, that and his miraculous smile, brown 
doe eyes, swishy hair, and just everything about him.  

       The scene in the movie with the little boy dressed 
as Spider-Man absolutely melted my heart.  Given that 
Spider-Man was Garfield’s favorite superhero as a little 
boy, it was heartwarming to see that little Spidey was 
able to play such a big role in the movie, as if Garfield’s 
childhood dreams were finally coming true.  
        My inner romantic was very happy with this mov-
ie as well.  With the ridiculously gorgeous and equally 
witty Emma Stone playing Gwen Stacy, the real-life 
couple’s chemistry truly showed on screen.  The way 
the two interacted with each other was so natural and 
effortless.  The one thing that bothered me was the fact 
that I knew from the start that she was somehow going 
to die.  However, the movie kept the unpredictable 
factor.  I was actually at the edge of my seat the entire 
time.  
        This movie is the best one I have seen in 
years.  No movie has ever had such control over my 
emotions like this one.  I absolutely loved it and give it 
five out of five stars. 
       “The Amazing Spider-Man 2” is a must see; I rec-
ommend it to anyone who likes watching dapper men 
in spandex swing from buildings.  Go catch that spider!

Throughout high school, the pressures of balanc-
ing school, work, activities, and a social life can be a 
strenuous task for some. Seniors, especially, feel the labor 
of juggling a multitude of activities, when ending their 
high school career. Senior Connor Hawthorne, however, 
is a master at this often stressful juggling act. 
       As a member of the North Thurston High School soc-
cer team, Connor has been apart of the team for 4 years. 
“I have been playing soccer since before I turned five. 
The reason I joined the high school team was to continue 
playing my favorite sport,” Connor explained. This year 
he is not only a team member, but varsity captain as well. 
“Becoming captain was a thrill, “ Connor said, “I was 
used to leadership from my experience in FBLA, but to 
lead a sport is completely different.” Connor not only 
took his role as captain serious on the field, but off as 
well. “I like to loosely interpret my responsibilities, and 
extend them to include tutoring those who needed help 
with school, and offering rides home to those who had 
to walk.” Connor has not only been a staple for the boys 
soccer team, but as been an integral part of a few other 
North Thurston teams. “I picked up cross country and 
wrestling my Junior year.  I continued cross country, but 
took wrestling off my senior year to focus on FBLA and 
other projects.” 
       Speaking of FBLA, Connor has also been a major 
fixture for the North Thurston chapter of Future Business 
Leaders of America. “I have been a part of FBLA since 
Freshmen year, when I was an active treasurer for the 
school’s chapter.” Connor continued, saying, “I remained  
treasurer my sophomore year before becoming the chap-
ter president my junior year.” When asked why he joined, 
Connor had a very vivid recollection, saying, “One day 
Si Cave came into our class and talked to us about FBLA. 

He could have been talking about unicorns and UFOs, it 
didn’t matter to me. What mattered is that he walked in 
wearing an all white tux and blew my mind with manly 
elegance. At that point he became my Muhammad and I 
was destined to follow him. That day I joined FBLA, and 
was shortly after nominated for the treasurer position.” 
Connor has even taken part in state FBLA by becoming 
state secretary for Washington. “It’s been an amazing 
experience. It was tough doing the work, missing school, 
and getting up saturday mornings for Board of Direc-
tor meetings, but once I saw what I had been working 
towards all year at our State Business Leadership Confer-
ence, it made all of it worth it.” Connor replied, reminisc-
ing. 
       With the amount of time and dedication Connor 
puts into each and every activity he participates in, one 
can wonder, how does he balance everything on top of 
the workload that every other student faces? “I put a lot 
of focus in during the day. I may procrastinate, but I get 
things done.” He casually joked. He does however make 
time to relax and enjoy life during senior year. “After I 
finish all my activities for the day, which usually ends 
with soccer practice, I relax by hanging out with friends. 
Whether it’s playing video games, watching a movie, or 
getting back outside to play volleyball at the park.” Con-
nor replies, a wide grin on his face. 
       Even though it may be a challenge sometimes 
juggling all of these activities, Connor, with his usual 
positive attitude, seems to power through with the same 
dedication he has had since freshman year. No doubt he 
will continue this juggling act as he graduates and moves 
on to the University of Washington in Seattle. Maybe 
with a little extra caffeine boost to help.

 Student Spotlight : Connor
by Megan Wilson
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